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Secluded coves, fiery sunsets made for lovers

By MHAIRRI WOODHALL
For Postmedia Mews

y flance and | strug-

gled for months

choosing a location

for our destination
wiedding. We both wanted an inti-
mate beach ceremony with our
families and close friends, bat the
complicated legal requirements in
Mexico, and a viston of the
Griswalds sunburnt and slurping
Pina Coladas while watching us
exchange vows had me panic
struck. After three exhausting
months of debate, which included
a possible elopement and my hus-
band-to-be begging for a decision
to be made, the clouds parted and
wee joyfully decided on Wailea in
South Maui.

With its picturesque secluded
coves, fiery sunsets and beach-
Fromt luxury resors and restau.
rants, romance is easily kindled
in Maui.

However, anyone who has
planned, or iz planning a destina-
tion wedding will tell you that the
lowve and passion come easy, but
selecting venues, officiants and
photographers, obtaining licences
and maintaining budgets tend to
pose the real challenge. Fortu-
nately Maui has perfected the art
of marriage and simplified the
process for Canadian couples.

There are a myriad of planners
and coordinators in Maui offering
both package and custom wed-
ding services, and most of the is-
land officiants require an on-site
coordinator be present on the big
day. Working with a local expert
in some capacity will also help
streamline the planning process
as he or she can recommend and
liaige with suppliers and help se-
cure licences.,

Researching and securing & co-
ordinator online was somewhat
daunting 50 we focused our ef-
forts on finding a photographer
who captured our personal style,
A picture is worth a thousand
wiords, and a photographer’s port-
folio effortlessly communicates
hiz or her approach, vision and
style. We then asked our fabulons
photographer to suggest a plan-
ner, florist and other wedding
specialists, 45 we were confident
that her recommendations would
align with our particular aste,
The result was a stress-free, pic-
ture-perfect sunset ceremaony on
the beach followed by an intimate
dinner for 25 guests at the Wailea
Golt Club,

Mesting with planners, touring
venues, picking up wedding li-
censes and ensuring all of your
guests are on timse for the shuttle
might prevent you from reaching
vour full relaxation potential be-
fore the wedding, Scheduling
some time for romance and pam-
pering, pre- and post-wedding,
will help you relax and reconnect
with vour sweetheart,

SUNRISE RENEWAL:
CHAMPAGNE EREAKFAST
Celebrate with a champagne

breakfast poolside at the Westin
Maui Besort in Ka'anapali on
Maui's west shore, From the se-
clusion of a private cabana you
can woast o the future while
watching the sunrise and anjoy-
ing the Westin pool area. The
two-course champagne breakfase
features a choice of four starvers
and seven main Course iems in-
cluding Lobster Benedict and
Macadamia Mur Sticky Bun
French Toast, accompanied by
tropical fruit and a freshly baked
anrr} hasker of cinnameon buns,

utter croissants and pineapple
bran muffins,

5PA GRANDE'S ROMAMNTIC
INTERLUDE FOR TWO

Often touted as one of the
world’s finest, Spa Grande at the
Wailea Grande 15 a palatial retreat
where the art of relaxation and
wellness has been perfected.
Treatments and therapies at this
lavish 50,000 square foot spa
hlend the traditions of Ancient
Hawsaii with the Eastern and
Western worlds. The 3 1/2-hour
Romantic Interlude package
starts with an hour in the Terme
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THE WESTIN MAUI RESORT in Kaanapall offers a franquil beachfront setling to relax on your honeymoon,

Wailea Hydrotherapy circuit,
which has five aromatic specialty
baths with Moor mud, tropical
enzymes and Hawaiian
botanicals, Roman hot tukb,
Japanese furo bath, cascading
waterfall massages, eucalypius
steam room and redwood sauna.
A side-by-side Sandabwood
Serenity Wrap followed by
Hawaiian Specialty Bath for two
and 50-minute Duo Massage
completes this well-deserved
package of indulgence.

CAEAMNA DINMER AT TWILIGHT

The Fairmont Kea Lani in Wail-
ea offers a romantic four-course
dinner in a private cabana on the
pocd deck ourside of Ko restau-
rant. The twinkling lights from
hanging lanterns and soft glow of
candlelight dancing on the table
sets the perfect atmosphere for an
intimate dinner, The chefs in-
credible menu is inspired by the
Hawaiian, Filipino, Poriuguese,
Eorean and Japanese cultures
from Hawaii's sugarcane planta
tion era. Highlights of Ko's fusion
fare include Chicken and Mush-
room Bpring Rolls with Green Pa-
paya and Spicy Dipping Sauce;
Spicy-Sesame Lobster Tempura
dipped in Pineapple Sweet Chilli
Garlic and Grapefruit Soy Sauce
and Plantation Pineapple Cake.

HOMEYMDON 0N LANAT

Celebrating with friends and
farmily on Maul's sunny shores
was the perfect way to start our
marrlc-:'lElEf: but after five days of
barbecues and Mai Tais we need-
ed an escape to Lana'i for some
one-on-one fime. A short one-
hour passenger ferry ride from
Lahaina in West Maui, Lana'i an
exclusive romantic and tranguil
paradise. Two of Lana't's thres ho-
tels are spectacular Four Seasons
Resort properties with world-
class golf courses; the oceanfront
Manele Bay resort in South Lana’i
and The Lodge at Koele in Central
Lana'i, Overlooking Hulopoe Bay,
the Manele Bay resort is the only
beachfront hotel on Lang'l. The
Four Seasons also provides guests
with snorkel gear o explore the
marine preserve, however if the
hundreds of resident spinner dol-
phins are frolicking in the bay
you'll have o soak up the sun on
the white sand beach. The Lodge
at Koele, surrounded by Cook
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River Cruising in Europe, Russia & Vietnam

o oin Maritimme Travel and Ama Watersays for their excting and informative
presentation on river cruising featuring Europe, Russia & Vietnam. Find out why
fiver cruising is a better way to explore the worlds great cities in comfort.

Let Maritime Travel help make your ultimate travel dreams come true!

pine trees in Lana't's cooler high-
lands offers the unique experi-
ence of staying in & country man-
o, Wandering the expansive
grounds, curling up with a book
on your private veranda, or hav-
ing a nightcap by the stone hearth
in the Great Hall are just some of
the ways to unwind at Koele. For
an adventure rent a 4x4 and ex-

s

Puerto Vallarta, Mexico

Sheraton Buganvilias Resort & Convention Center e
T s = Mar 4, 2012 = Al Inclusiva * Suparsaver Room
fram Kelowna » Canjet

plore the island, We picked up a
delicious picnic lunch at Pele's
Other Garden cafe in Lana’ City
and drove from Shipwreck Beach
on the Morthern tip, where a rust-
ed oil tanker from the 1940s re-
mains stranded on the coral reef,

o Swestheart Bock on the South-

west side of the island.
I have always felt a special con-
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Riviera Maya, Mexico

Grand Sirenis Mayan Beach Le Mirage s %4 %

7 nfs = Mar 24, 2012 = All Inclusive = Junior Suite
fram Kelowna = Canjot

nection with the tiny tropical par-
adise of Maui. The relaxed island
vibe, soft brown sugar sand and
salty sweet scent of plumeria,
pineapple and cocomur ol mixed
with the ocean breeze embraces
visitors like a long-lost friend.

IF YOU GO:

baui is one of the most popular
wedding destinations in the world
20 they have a multitude of great
resources and local suppliers oo
help make your day special, Be-
I are somee links w help you
start to plan your Maui wedding.

Additional Destination Infor-
mation: www.arrivalstravel oom

Photographer: www.annakim-
photography.com

Wedding Coordinator & Offici-
ant; www dmagiweddings.com

Super Chic Floral Design: www.
dellables.com

Hair Stylist: www.dansanchez-
salon.com

Makeup Artist: www.makeup-
IT AL COTy

Shuttle Service: www.akina-
tOUrE. com

The Fairmont Kea Lani: www,
fairmont.com/Kealani

Westin Maui Besort & Spa;
wirw westinmar .o

Grande Wailea: www.grand-
wailea.com

Lanai ar Manele Bay: wianw,
fourseasons.commanelebay

The Lodge at Koele: www,
fourseasons.com, koele

Pale's Other Garden: wwrnw.pe-
lesothergarden.com

THING

Paradise for a low monthly price.
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Riviera Maya, Mexico
Barcelo Maya Colonial Prestige Class sk &+
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Holidays

TAKE UP TO
2 YEARS TO PAY.

NO MONEY DOWN. NO INTEREST.”

s travel.ca
1.866.359.7327
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MaritimeTravel . .
Wee Know Travel Best, S AMAWATERWAYS

Columbia Square, 500 Notre Dame
778-471-5619

River Cruising
Date: Thursday, Feb. 16

Time: 7:00pm
Location: Maritime Travel
500 Motre Dame Drive, Columbia Square
REVP by Wednesday Feb.15
Tel: 778-471-5619
kamdoops@rmaritimetravel.ca
Guest Speakers: Shauna Carter

Maritime Travel has been operating since 1949,
with 93 locations nationwide » www.maritimetravel.ca




