CHRISTMAS SLEEP & SKI Packages [eZl/RE: X LR1LYL:]

Stay for just $49.00! weekdays Stay for $79.00! (package only) holidays, weekends. Availability Jan 1-5

Details www.russellinn.com
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Christmas comes alive again In

City of Light
perfect for a
joyeux Noel

MHAIRRI WOODHALL
FOR POSTMEDIA NEWS

My childhood memories of
Christmas are as foolishly
sentimental as any Hall-
mark holiday classic. I loved
everything about this time
of year, from the school
concerts, homemade bak-
ing and holiday crafts to the
predictable Canadian Tire
commercials. Christmas
Eve seemed never-ending to
me, as I would awaken each
hour until 5:30 a.m. when
I felt it was reasonable to
wake the rest of my family.

While my excitement for
the season has faded over
the years, I still yearn for
the togetherness and child-
like spirit that emerges dur-
ing the holidays. With my
family spread out across the
country, I decided that a trip
to Paris might be just what
I needed to rekindle the joy
I have always felt the night
before Christmas.

With its ornate window
displays, bustling Christ-
mas markets, outdoor skat-
ing rinks and delicious holi-
day fare, the City of Light
shines even brighter dur-
ing the Christmas season.
There is something very
special about visiting a city
during a time when love and
merriment emanates from
its core. When I first set my
eyes on Paris covered in
a dusting of snow and all
aglow from the twinkling
holiday lights, the nostalgic
feelings I had from Christ-
mases past came flooding
back. Fuelled with piping
hot cafe au lait and buttery
croissants, I took Paris by
storm to tour its famed holi-
day attractions.

Adopted from 14th cen-
tury Germany, Parisian
Christmas markets have
become a beloved holiday
tradition for locals and visi-
tors alike. Each year around
the third week of November
hundreds of quaint wooden
chalets synonymous with
Marche de Noel appear to
commence the Christmas
season. From handcrafted
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Outdoor skating is popular in Paris on the first floor of the Eiffel Tower or at the Place de la Trocadero Christmas Market.

Shoppers check out the merchandise at the Marche de
Noel, one of Paris’ Christmas markets.

wooden toys and glass orna-
ments to leather goods and
textiles, the markets are the
perfect place to select spe-
cial gifts and mementoes
for friends and family back
home. My greatest pleasure
however came from the
yummy French delicacies
on offer. The Vin chaud cha-
let was always my first stop
for a cup of spicy mulled
wine to keep the winter’s
chill at bay. Sipping my pip-
ing hot elixir I would peruse
the fine holiday fare: dry-
cured sausages, soft-rind
cheeses, quiches, pastries,
baguettes, Nutella crepes,
confectionaries, chocolate,
looseleaf tea and roasted
chestnuts all artfully dis-

played to seduce the senses.
Food fanatics will favour the
market at the Montparnasse
Tower for regional gastro-
nomic specialties, however
the Champs-Elysees market
on the world’s most beauti-
ful avenue is a visual mas-
terpiece with storybook cha-
lets, thousands of glittering
lights and an illuminated
ferris wheel.

There is something terri-
bly romantic about the no-
tion of outdoor skating. Par-
is amplifies the romance.

Imagine, if you will, the
swishing sound of skates
gliding along the ice, cou-
ples skating mitt-in-mitt,
fragrant cups of Vin chaud
and the City of Light as your
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A beautiful Christmas tree towers outside Paris’ famed
Notre-Dame cathedral.

backdrop. This is all pos-
sible from the Eiffel Tower
ice rink, situated on the first
floor 52 metres above the
French capital.

For those with an aver-
sion to heights — or long
lineups — Paris also offers
ground-floor festive skating

experiences. Steps from the
Eiffel Tower, the open-air
rink at Place de la Trocade-
ro Christmas Market is free
of charge and provides out-
standing views of the city’s
greatest landmark.

One of the larger rinks
is in front of the architec-

Paris

turally spectacular hotel
de ville, Paris’s city hall lo-
cated in the historic Marais
district. Home to must-see
attractions and galleries
such as the Picasso Museum
and a burgeoning fashion
and food scene, the Marais
neighbourhood blends 14th
century opulence with
trendsetting style.

Many of Paris’s treasured
attractions dress for the hol-
idays with extravagant dis-
plays of light and decor.

For more than half a
century, the city’s two most
glamorous department
stores, Printemps and Gal-
eries Lafayette on Boule-
vard Haussmann, have
competed to outshine one
another with glamour and
glitz. Elaborate light and
window displays draw shop-
pers inside to a fantasy land
of lavish ornaments, shim-
mering lights and, in Galer-
ies Lafayette, a 20-metre tall
Christmas tree displayed
under the exquisite Belle
Epoque stained-glass dome.
Another beautifully deco-
rated towering tree is found
in the courtyard outside
of Notre-Dame. While the
cathedral’s gothic architec-
ture and stained glass win-
dows are an amazing sight
in any season, a visit in the
month of December offers
special touches including a
nativity scene and Christ-
mas concerts.

My final recommendation
for visiting Paris in the win-
ter is be sure to dress for the
weather. The city’s beauty
is equalled by its chilly tem-
perature, especially when
the winds pick up over the
Seine. Hats, gloves, scarves,
warm socks and weather-
proof shoes are a must to
sustain long hours touring
Paris. If the weather proves
to be too much, frequent
stops at cosy patisseries,
cafes and bars are a lovely
way to temper the cold and
sample holiday cuisine.
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VACATION PACKAGES

VARADERO, CUBA

Kawama ***

DEC 31, 2012

7DAYS-ALLINCLUSIVE e e e

PUERTO VALLARTA, MEXICO

Plaza Pelicanos Club *** plus

$649

+ $355 taxes (SQV)

DEC 21, 2012
7 DAYS - ALL INCLUSIVE

PUNTA CANA, D.R

Carbela Beach *** plus

DEC 23, 2012
7 DAYS - ALL INCLUSIVE

$919

+ $384 taxes (NOL)

RIVIERA MAYA, MEXICO
Blue Bay Grand Esmeralda **** plus

JAN 9, 2013

7 DAYS - ALL INCLUSIVE + 5595 taxes (SQV)

Visit or contact a
branch near you!

1-877-SellOff
[UEERTEE)

*Cash Back Promo. New bookings only. Book between Dec 3, 2012 - Jan 2, 2013 for departures Dec 3, 2012 - June 30, 2013. Conditions apply. For full promotional details
Call 1-877-SellOff or visit or contact a branch for complete details. Above prices are per person based on double occupancy in the lowest room category offered. Prices are
subject to availability at time of booking and can change at any time without notice. SellOffVacations.com, a division of Sunwing Travel Group, 31 Fasken Drive, Toronto,
Ontario Canada M9W1K6. Copyright © 2010 Ontario Reg. # 4276176 - British Columbia license #3731 - Quebec Permit # 702612

$585 _

PRICE

FLIGHTS CRUISES

REGINA -
FORT LAUDERDALE, FL

JAN 22 - 29, 2013

$355

+ $129 taxes (UA)

REGINA -
TORONTO

JAN 15 - 22, 2013

+ $143 taxes (WJ)

REGINA -
LONDON, UK

JAN 9 - 16, 2013

+ $694 taxes (DL)

BOOK YOUR VACATION TODAY!
(306)790-2002 4137 Albert Street, Regina SK 54S 3R6

4 Days - Bahamas

7 Days - Mediterranean

ons.com

RANTEED!

NORWEGIAN SKY
5249

+$101 taxes (NCL)

MAY 6, 2013
CRUISE ONLY

DISNEY MAGIC
6 Days - Western Caribbean

$810

+ $55 taxes (Disney Cruise Line)

MAY 4, 2013
CRUISE ONLY

MS RYNDAM

APRIL 16, 2013

CRUISE ONLY + $85 taxes (Holland)

RIVIERA NAYARIT

8649 GRAND MARIVAL & SUITES NUEVO
VALLARTA % %k % %

TNIGHTS ALL INCLUSIVE SAT, JAN 5 - + $346 TXS/FEES

VARADERO

3699 BELLEVUE PALMA REAL
* ok K1/2

TNIGHTS ALL INCLUSIVE WED, JAN 9, 23, 30 - + $273 TXS/FEES

PUNTA CANA

899

Distinction Collection

PREFERENCE CLUB % % % 4

TNIGHTS ALL INCLUSIVE SUN, JAN 6 - + $384 TXS/FEES

Regina South  Moose Jaw Estevan
791-4400 693-5117 637-2187
Regina North Weyburn Swift Current @& =
791-4444 8425176 773-8363 VsV
Regina East Yorkton
791-4333 783-6548 TRAVEL AGENCY
%‘L\‘
3 ﬁfJé‘é ulsc?;m's BEST i
R, ) BRI transatholidays.com
Ds

OCCIDENTAL GRAND PUNTA CANA

RIVIERA MAYA

s Distinction Collection
GRAND BAHIA PRINGIPE COBA ROYAL
GOLDEN e % % %

TNIGHTS ALLINCLUSIVE SAT, JAN 5,12 - + $338 TXS/FEES

sh Columbia (Reg #2454) with offices at 555 West Hastings Street, Suite 950,

lidays is a division of Transat Tours Canada Inc., and is registered as a travel
Vancouver, BC V6B 4N5.

Flights are from Regina via Air Transat or CanJet. Prices shown are per person, based on double
occupancy in lead room category. Space and prices are subject to availability at time of book-
ing and subject to change without prior notice. Taxes and fees are extra and noted above. For
full descriptions and terms and conditions, refer to the Transat Holidays 2012-2013 Sun bro-

chure. Transa
wholesaler in




