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MALAYSIA

(Great beaches,
fine resorts, good golf
jungles, lakes. ..

By KENT GILCHRIST
Far Postmedia News

The:e are lots of ways to de-
scribe it, but Malaysia simply is
... special.

It has history and variety that
only a multi-cultural sociery living
in harmony can offer.

It has big cities with great
shopping and must tours o the
oldest Muslim mosque The Magjid
(55 per cent of the population is
Muslim) and oldest Indian remple
(5ri Maha Mariaman) and 5t.
Mary's Anglican Church that is
only 116 years old.

And it has rain torests and
mountains with jungle scenery, It
has islands, about 878 of them in
cluding Langkeawi and Penang,
two we visited. That, of course,
means it has great beaches with
grand resoris . - . &s grand as any-
where in the world.

It hias golf courses, of course,
with smiling, entertaining caddies
willing to line up your putts and
give as good as they get in the one
limer department.

They speak excellent English be-
cause it was the language taught
in the schools since the country
was under British rule for so long.

Best of all, its inhabitants sin-
cerely enjoy having foreigners
come for a visit or even to stay, if
they want,

Being within eight degrees of
the equator, Malaysia has 8 year
round climate that can be over-
whelming until you get used oo the
heat and humidity.

Bring your golf gloves and shoes,
bt leave vour mitts and galoshes
at home.

In reality, golf is a minor player
in the burgeoning tourism indus
try, for this is a country with as di-
verse a culture as it"s humming
ECONMY,

There are skyscrapers and KL
(you refer to Kuala Lumpur as KL
when vou are no longer a rookie)
i5 an exotic yet modern, busiling
metropolis of more than four mil-
liesn. It is a treasure trove of histo-
ry, and shopping with fine hotels
and restaurants.

And our hotel in KL, the BEovale
Chulan, as good as any in Morth

America, offered English-language

newspaper at your door each
merning. Great with morning cof-
fee,

It has the fourth-tallest building
in the waorld and rhe iconic and
distinctive twin towers (one built
by the Japanese and one buile by
Koreans) with a connecting bridge
36 storeys above the ground.

In 1505, the Portuguese oocu-
pied Malaysia for 135 years before
lo=ing a three-year war to the
Dvutch and finally the British boot-
ed the Durch and introduced
bricks and brick construction to
the country which was a good
thing since Kuala Lumpur burned
down three times before the Brit-
ish brought their bricks.

Independence from Britain was
granted the counity only 54 years
agoin 1957

We also went 1o Melaka, Lang-
kawi and Penang, where the
wieather and water frontage trans-
lates into lots of wonderful resorts
with huge soothingly inviting
pools and beaches. Anything you
can think of to do in the ocean,
vou'll find someone to guide you.

There are lots of things to do in
the jungle Forest away from the
QCean.

Sixty per cent of the forest is vir-
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THE WATER COLOUR and views at Le Taha'a Island Resort and Spa are truly unforgettabla.

Top reasons why you must
travel to French Polynesia

By MHAIRRI WOODHALL

For Posimadia News

icture perfect only begins
to describe what awaits
you in the French Polyne-
sian islands of Tahir,
Moorea, Huahine, Taha'a and
Bora Bora. Rugged voleanic hill-
sides blanketed with lush tropd-
cal foliage juxtapose talcum
white powder sand fringed by
turgquidse crystalline water,

Like a song with perfect pitch,
the landscape in French Polyne-
sia touches the soul and releases
a flurry of emorion.

Here, there is no shame in
spending hours daydreaming on
the veranda of a thatched-roaf
hut while gazing in wonder at
nature's creation,

Dwring our 10 days on these
fairy tale islands, we experi-
enced some of French Polynesia's
greatest gifts,

WARM AND WONDERFUL

Like the sun's rays, the people
of Tahiti are warm and welcom
ing. Smiles here are genuine and
locals seem to go out of their
wiay o offer directions, recom-
mendations and a helping hand.

When a local says farewell by
kissinmg both cheeks and inviring
you back it’s both sincere and
heartwarming,

A PRIVATE ISLAND

It youw've ever faniasized about
having your own private island,
then Taha'a might just make
your dreams come true,

Ideal for honeymooners and
lowebirds looking for an intimare
and exchigive vacation, this
somewhat undiscovered haven
features the Coral Garden for
fabulous snorkelling, luscious
vegetation with beautiful tropi-
cal flora, an emerald coloursd la-

woon and the exceptional Relais
& Chateux Le Taha'a Island He-
sort and Spa.

Voted by Conde Mast Traveller
as one of The World's Best Places
to Stay, Le Taha'a offers 57
private overwater bungalows
and beachfront villas inspired by
traditional Polynesian
architecture, a treetop
restavurant and tranguil spa amid
an exotic garden.

ROMARCE ABOUNDS

[t is difficult to imagine a set
ting more romantic than French
Polynesia, and it's no surprise
that this is the top honeymoon
destination in the world. If the
idyllic scenery isn't enough to
spark lames of passion, the se.
lection of activities for two of-
fered throughout Tahiti’s islands
will have vour heart melting,

HAWAIKI MLI VAR

Va'a (canoe racing) is one of
the traditional sports of Tahitd, It
is said that a Tahitians umbilical
cord is cut with a rock and a ca-
noe paddle, which is apparent in
their dedication to, and appreci-
ation of the
sport,

Every
VAT,
upwards of
00
spectators
and fans
rake to the
waters ina
myriad of
small and
large craft
boats to
SUPPOFT
their
favourioe
Dednm
in a three-

day, o
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March 17 - Canucks vs. Columbus Blue Jackets
April 7 - Canucks vs. Edmonton Qilers
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Buffalo Sabres

Sun Fun Jourd 3
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Sunquest Los Cabos Roulette & &%
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124.5-kilometre paddling race
between the islands of Huahine,
Raiatea, Tahas and Bora Bora.

Each day, in the blistering hot
sun, we were in the heart of the
action as our fizhing boat navi-
gated rough waters and large
swells v cheer on the rapidly
paddling reamms.

STINGRAYS

AND CORAL REEFS

One of the most popular
excursions in French Polynesia is
the Shark & Stingray tour,

Depending on the outfit you
book with, an outrigger canoe or
powerboat will take voul to the
heautiful outer reef,

From there your experienced
guide will feed the Black-tip Reef
Sharks while vou snorkel or
watch from the safety of the
boat,

Om our excursion in Bora Bora,
more than 20 sharks ranging
from one to two metres in length
surrounded ws.

After our great encounter we
went to the shallow blue lagoon
to swim with stingrays.
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FOSTMEDIA NEWS

PRETTY PEARLS

The warm lagoon waters that
surrpund French Polynesia’s is-
land and atolls are the perfect
setring to create the Tahitian
Cultured Pearl.

Often referred to as Black
Pearls, these fine gems range
widely in size, shape and colour.
Dark black and grey with a
shimmering palette of tnes and
hues which range from green,
blue, bronze, aubergine and
even pink,

Pear] ovsters are nurured and
carefully monitored from birth
through their pear harvest five
vears later.

Berter conditions and care pro-
duce higher quality pearls with
brilliant histre,

Shopping for pearls can be
done at galleries or hotels on Ta-
hiti, Bora Bora and Moorea, or at
family pear farms on Taha'a and
Huahine.

Tiv learn more abour the histo-
ry and legend of the Tahitian
Pear visit the Robert WAN Pearl
Musewm in Papeete,
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WELLS GRAY TOURS

B0+ 564679552
Kamloops: 250+374+0831

Flus, sarn up to

TAKE UP TO

SEARS

2 YEARS TO PAY. CLUB"
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Arizona Winter Escape Jan 23-Feb 7  $3425 NO MONEY DOWN. NO INTEREST.” PG BT
Texas Winter Escape Jan 24-Feb 23 $46640 a5 oS o

Long Beach Storm Watching Feb 5-9 $920

Oklohomal and Beauty & The Beast  Feb 22-25 $755 %
Harrison Hot Springs Retfreat Mar 12-14 $535 E
skagit Tulip Festival & Tulalip Aprl1l1-13 $405

Coast to Coast by Train Jun 3-17 55825

Insicle Passage & Skeena Train Jun 3-10 $1775

www.wellsgraytours.com

il (

1.866.359.7327

In-store |
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