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Mon.-Fri.: 9-9Mon.-Fri.: 9-9
Sat.: 9-6
Sun.: 12-6

www.journeystravelgear.com

942-5000942-5000
1-800-859-6354

www.renaissancetravel.cawww.renaissancetravel.ca

*We guarantee the lowest price on all sun destinations advertised by our competitors. Most prices based on
double occupancy – space availability may be sold out. Taxes and SAC not included, prices are date restricted
and subject to change. Our agents act on behalf of the Suppliers. Valid on new bookings only. Bookings are non-
refundable subject to the terms of the operator’s brochures. Passport required for travel outside of Canada. Visa
requirements must be verified by the client. Travel Insurance may contain clauses and must be read carefully.
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1 week AI $999
2 weeks AI $1305
CAYO SANTA MARIA
1 week AI $845
2 weeks AI $1455
PUNTA CANA
1 week AI $1149
2 weeks AI $1537
PUERTO PLATA
1 week AI $639
2 weeks AI $867

JAMAICA
1 week AI $899
2 weeks AI $1545
CANCUN
1 week AI $1149
2 weeks AI $1229
MAYAN RIVIERA
1 week AI $1069
2 weeks AI $1449
HUATULCO
1 week AI $1255
2 weeks AI $2555

PUERTO VALLARTA
1 week AI $825
2 weeks AI $1185
LOS CABOS
1 week AI $1005
2 weeks AI $1535
MANZANILLO
1 week AI $839
2 weeks AI $1548
PANAMA
1 week AI $1025
2 weeks AI $1617

Let The Sun ShineLet The Sun Shine

8 DAYS
Air from Toronto,
19 meals
and tours

$1699

8 DAYS
Air from Winnipeg,
20 meals
and tours

$1099

VARADERO
1 WEEK AI $905
PUERTO PLATA
1 WEEK AI $677
RIVIERA MAYA
1 WEEK AI $1437
PUERTO VALLARTA
1 WEEK AI $1135

HONOLULU
1 WEEK $1259
10 DAYS $1459
MAUI
1 WEEK $1529
10 DAYS $1569
KONA
1 WEEK $1319
10 DAYS $1609

WESTERN
MEDITERRANEAN
1st Passenger $2599
2nd Passenger $1849
Air from Toronto, 7 nt cruise & 2 nts in Rome

EASTERN
MEDITERRANEAN
1st Passenger $2699
2nd Passenger $1949
Air from Toronto, 7 nt cruise,
1 day in Venice & 2 nts in Rome

CUBANCUBAN
COACH TOURCOACH TOUR

SPRINGSPRING
BREAKBREAK

SPRING INSPRING IN
HAWAIIHAWAII

WAVE SALEWAVE SALE

LAST MINUTELAST MINUTE
SALESSALES

COSTA RICACOSTA RICA
TOURTOUR

PUNTA CANA
1 WEEK AI $879
VARADERO
1 WEEK AI $869
RIVIERA MAYA
1 WEEK AI $1039
HUATULCO
1 WEEK AI $1035

Book by Feb. 15 and get FREE flight for
2nd passenger & FREE balcony upgrade!
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P ICTURE perfect only
begins to describe what
awaits you in the French
Polynesian islands of Ta-

hiti, Moorea, Huahine, Taha’a and
Bora Bora.
Rugged volcanic hillsides, lush
tropical foliage and talcum-white
powder sand are surrounded by
turquoise water.
Here, there is no shame in spend-
ing hours daydreaming on the
veranda of a thatched-roof hut
while gazing in wonder at nature’s
creation.
During our 10 days on these fairy
tale islands, we experienced some
of French Polynesia’s greatest gifts.

Warm and wonderful Tahitians
Like the sun’s rays, the people of Tahiti

are warm and welcoming. Smiles here are
genuine and locals seem to go out of their
way to offer directions, recommendations
and a helping hand.
After spending time exploring Tahiti

and the surrounding islands it’s easy to
understand how sharing kindness and
laughter can become a way of life.
Although the national language is

French, most Tahitians will happily
converse in English and even offer some
simple phrases in the native Tahitian
language.
When a local says farewell by kissing

both cheeks and inviting you back it’s
both sincere and heartwarming.

A private island
If you’ve ever fantasized about hav-

ing your own private island, then Taha’a
might just make your dreams come true.
Ideal for honeymooners and lovebirds

looking for an intimate and exclusive
vacation, this somewhat undiscovered
haven features a Coral Garden for fabu-
lous snorkelling, luscious vegetation with
beautiful tropical flora, an emerald col-
oured lagoon and the exceptional Relais
& Chateaux Le Taha’a Island Resort and
Spa.
Voted by Conde Nast Traveller as one of

The World’s Best Places to Stay, Le Taha’a
offers 57 private overwater bungalows
and beachfront villas inspired by trad-
itional Polynesian architecture, a treetop
restaurant and tranquil spa amid an
exotic garden.

You’ll never forget
French Polynesia

By Mhairri Woodhall

There’s more to this beautiful area than Tahiti

Continued
Please see POLYNESIA D3

An idyllic spot to lounge.

POSTMEDIA NEWS

SO MUCH SNOW

Call 1-800-665-0678

Stay for $87.00!
Details www.russellinn.com

SLEEP & SKI Packages
S
D

SLE
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B & B LUCKY TOURS

DALLES 222-8500
(BRUCE & BRENDA) 661-0971

SPIRIT LAKE CASINO
Feb. 13-15, Mar. 26-28

NORTHERN LIGHTS
Mar. 20-22, Apr. 24-26, May 29-31

SHOOTING STAR Feb. 12-14

JO 586-8012 SHIRL 694-7596
SKY D. $119

Feb. 14-16, Mar. 11-13
SHOOTING S. $115

Feb. 8-10, Mar. 4-6

DAKOTA M. $95
Feb. 20-22, Mar. 19-21
NORTHERN L. $129
Feb. 26-28, Mar. 25-27

http://jo-anstours.weebly.com

SUNRISE TOURS
DAKOTA MAGIC Mar. 28-30, Apr. 25-27
SKY DANCER Mar. 5-7, Apr. 11-13, May 1-3
SPIRIT LAKE Mar. 12-14, Apr. 15-17
SOUTH BEACH Mar. 19-20, Apr. 23-24 $50 P.P. Dble.
NORTHERN LIGHTS Rebate: $165 Mar. 21-23, Apr. 18-20
PALACE Rebate: $165+ Apr. 2-4 $109
SHOOTING STAR Mar. 16-18, 25-27
MARGARET 339-3609

PAY THE SAME LOW PRICE,
WHEREVER YOU GO!ONE LOW PRICETHE EVENT

AT NOLITOURS PRICES

WE CAN ALL
GRAB A GOLDEN OPPORTUNITY
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�(/�% � ��& )(' �(%!� � ��# � *()+ � �$%%�* ��'�&� �
� �� ��) ��� ��� �%% �'�%,*$- � '$"#+*� ���	 +.�!  *

VARADERO
�",�* �0,% * �(+ % * � ��& % (' �
�('� � � ��� ��) ��� �%% �'�%,*$- � '$"#+*� ��

 +.�!  *

PUNTA CANA
��)�� %� � ��# � *()+ � ��*$'( � ���
� �� ��) ��� ��� �%% �'�%,*$- � '$"#+*� ���� +.�!  *

Fli
gh

ts
fro

m
Wi

nn
ipe

gv
ia

Air
Tra

ns
at

or
Ca

nJ
et.

Pri
ce

ss
ho

wn
are

pe
rp

ers
on

,b
as

ed
on

do
ub

le
oc

cu
pa

nc
yi

nl
ea

dr
oo

m
ca

teg
ory

.T
ax

es
&

fee
se

xtr
a.

Sp
ac

ea
nd

pri
ce

su
bje

ct
to

av
ail

ab
ilit

ya
tt

im
eo

fb
oo

kin
g

an
d

su
bje

ct
to

ch
an

ge
wi

tho
ut

no
tic

e.
Fo

rc
om

ple
te

de
tai

ls
ref

er
to

the
No

lito
urs

20
11

-2
01

2
Su

n
bro

ch
ure

.N
oli

tou
rs

is
a

div
isi

on
of

Tra
ns

at
Tou

rs
Ca

na
da

Inc
.,

an
d

is
reg

ist
ere

d
as

a
tra

ve
lw

ho
les

ale
ri

n
Br

itis
h

Co
lum

bia
(R

eg
#

24
80

7)
wi

th
offi

ce
s

at
55

5
We

st
Ha

sti
ng

sS
tre

et,
Su

ite
95

0,
Va

nc
ou

ve
r,

BC
V6

B
4N

5

CONTACT YOUR TRAVEL AGENT

1-800-3-UNIGLOBE
www.uniglobetravel.ca

1 800 992 8143

Kohl’s
All Road Tours 339-1500

www.allroadtours.ca

BLACK BEAR May 14-17 WARROAD Feb. 7, 27, Mar. 5, 27

THIEF RIVER DAY
Feb. 22, March 8, 29

S. BEACH
Feb. 17, Mar. 1, 12, 30

SHOOTING STAR
Feb. 14-16, 27-29, March 20-22
PRAIRIE’S EDGE March 5-8
HOT SEAT SALE

SKY DANCER April 29-May 1
SOUTH BEACH 1-ngt April 3-4

NEW ORLEANS - Hilton Head Island - Gulf Coast Tour plus so much more.
Sept 25-Oct 13- 19 days $2330. Limited seats.
NORTHERN LIGHTS
Feb. 28-Mar. 1, March 12-14

MYSTIC LAKE & MILLE LAC
June 25-29 Mall of America, Albertville plus

DEADWOOD May 29-June 5

EMBASSY TOURS
www.embassytours.ca

757-9383
1-800-723-8051

BLACK BEAR Mar. 25-28, May 20-23
NORTHERN LIGHTS Mar. 14-16, Mar. 27-29
PALACE CASINO Rebate $165 Feb. 19-21
SHOOTING STAR Feb. 19-21, Mar. 27-29, Apr. 4-6
MILLE LAC Incl. Albertville Feb. 18-20
MYSTIC LAKE CASINO Mar. 27-30
Fabulous Shopping, MOA, Albertville etc

GRAND CASINO HINCKLEY Mar. 25-28
AMERICA’S MUSIC CITIES May 1-11
Nashville, Branson & Memphis
MOOSEJAW SPA Mar. 26-29, May 23-25
BASEBALL BLUEJAYS VS TWINS May 11-14
HISTORIC DEADWOOD May 27-June 1
Excellent Value! 20th Anniversary Special

RUSSIAN RIVER CRUISE Sept. 2-12/12
Hosted by Elsie MCDONALD

PRESENTATION FEB 16TH RSVP
ROMANTIC RHINE RIVER CRUISE Aug. 18
Avalon Presentation: Feb. 15th RSVP
NEWFOUNDLAND/LABRADOR Aug. 6-17

ALASKA CRUISE TOUR
June 13, 11 days

Air, Coach, Rail & Cruise. Best way to see Alaska
SKY DANCER Feb. 28-Mar. 1, Mar. 4-6, Mar. 12-14_______________________________________
NORTHERN LIGHTS Feb. 26-28, Mar. 11-13, Mar. 18-20, Mar. 25-27_______________________________________
SHOOTING STAR Feb. 13-15, Feb. 18-20, Mar. 14-16, Mar. 30-Apr. 1_______________________________________
MOOSE JAW MINERAL SPA Feb. 15-17_______________________________________
BLUE JAYS vs TWINS May 11-14_______________________________________
MYSTIC LAKE Mar. 11-14 M. of Amer. & Albertville
CANDY or CLARE 204-889-7838, 1-855-221-2206

$104.00 pp dbl occ
Incredible Casino Package!

$110.00 of Slot Play for your entire stay!
$10.00 Return Offer! Canadian Exchange offer of 5% on $300.00
PLUS Tuesdays are Senior’s Day!
$10.00 in Slot Play plus $5.00 off food

Red - White & Blue Get-A-Ways 586-8989
www.rwbgetaways@hotmail.com

February 26-28/12
March 18-20/12

Romance abounds
It is difficult to imagine a setting

more romantic than French Polynesia,
and it’s no surprise that this is the top
honeymoon destination in the world.
If the idyllic scenery isn’t enough to
spark flames of passion, the selection
of activities for two offered throughout
Tahiti’s islands will have your heart
melting.
Start your morning with a gourmet

breakfast of tropical fruit, freshly
squeezed juice, French pastries,
artisan cheeses and quiche delivered
by Polynesian Canoe to your private
over-water bungalow.
Dine waterfront with a Polynesian

picnic for two in the warm shallow
waters of a secluded Motu (island), or
on a private sunset dinner cruise.
Or, simply pamper each other with

a couple’s spa service inspired by the
rituals and natural ingredients of the
South Pacific.

Hawaiki Nui Va’a
Va’a (canoe racing) is one of the

traditional sports of Tahiti. It is said
that a Tahitian’s umbilical cord is cut
with a rock and a canoe paddle, which
is apparent in their dedication to, and
appreciation of the sport.
Every year, upwards of 7,000 specta-

tors and fans take to the waters in a
myriad of small and large craft boats
to support their favourite team in a
three-day, 124.5-kilometre paddling
race between the islands of Huahine,
Raiatea, Taha’a and Bora Bora.
Each day, in the blistering hot sun,

we were in the heart of the action as
our fishing boat navigated rough wat-
ers and large swells to cheer on the
rapidly paddling teams.

The favourite to win, Shell Va’a, did
not disappoint with a record-breaking
3 hour 11 minute time in the first leg,
and first place finishes in the second
and third legs. The finish line, at
Matira Point in Bora Bora was a spec-
tacle in itself.
The waist-deep, bathwater-warm

turquoise water became the world’s
largest pool-party as fans and athletes
celebrated together.
Music blared, champagne and beer

flowed and exhausted athletes and
elated fans danced aboard boats and in
the calm shallow water.

Sharks, stingrays and coral reefs
One of the most popular excursions

in French Polynesia is the Shark &
Stingray tour.
Depending on the outfit you book

with, an outrigger canoe or powerboat
will take you to the beautiful outer reef.
From there your experienced guide

will feed the Black-tip Reef Sharks
while you snorkel or watch from the
safety of the boat.
On our excursion in Bora Bora, more

than 20 sharks ranging from one to
two metres in length surrounded us,
which caused my heart rate to soar
and had me back in the boat within a
few minutes.
After our great shark encounter

we went to the shallow blue lagoon to

swim with stingrays.
If you choose to book this excursion

from Bora Bora or Taha’a you’ll likely
also have the opportunity to visit the
Coral Garden, an amazing natural
underwater park teeming with colour-
ful tropical fish.

Pretty pearls
The warm lagoon waters that sur-

round French Polynesia’s island and
atolls are the perfect setting to create
the Tahitian Cultured Pearl. Often
referred to as Black Pearls, these fine
gems range widely in size, shape and
colour. Dark black and grey with a
shimmering palette of tints and hues

which range from green, blue, bronze,
aubergine and even pink. Pearl oysters
are nurtured and carefully monitored
from birth through their pearl harvest
five years later.
Better conditions and care produce

higher quality pearls with brilliant
lustre. Shopping for pearls can be
done at galleries or hotels on Tahiti,
Bora Bora and Moorea, or at family
pearl farms on Taha’a and Huahine.
To learn more about the history and
legend of the Tahitian Pearl visit
the Robert WAN Pearl Museum in
Papeete.

Unparalleled accommodations
We experienced some unique and

spectacular properties in French Poly-
nesia, and given the amount of time
you’ll spend at your hotel selecting the
right accommodation is critical. Of
course the ultimate in luxury, service
and ambience is found at the Four
Seasons Bora Bora. Our traditional
thatched roof overwater bungalow
with hardwood floors and panoramic
views of the lagoon and towering
Mount Otemanu was one of the trip
highlights. The sprawling yet intimate
property includes four restaurants, a
full-service spa with open-air treat-
ment decks overlooking a private
lagoon, beachfront pool with cabanas
and an abundance of smiling and ac-
commodating staff. With unwavering
perfection in every last detail this true
tropical paradise is what dreams are
made of.
When it was time to say goodbye, the

lifetime memory of pool-warm azure
lagoons, gently swaying palms and
bright-breasted birds chirping in the
breeze remained as French Polynesia’s
parting gift to us.

— Postmedia News

IF YOU GO
The Tahiti Tourism
website is a fabulous
resource for planning a
trip to French Polynesia:
tahiti-tourisme.com
If you overnight in Pape-
ete before or after travel-
ling to the outer islands,
the Manava Suite Resort
or Intercontinental Tahiti
Resort are great options
and only minutes from
the airport: spmhotels.
com, tahiti.interconti.
com
On Moorea, we loved our
garden bungalow with
private plunge pool at the
boutique Moorea Pearl
Resort and Spa: spmho-
tels.com
For a secluded island
hideaway nothing com-
pares to Le Taha’a Island
Resort and Spa: letahaa.
com
The ultimate in luxury
and service awaits you
at the Four Seasons Bora
Bora: fourseasons.com/
borabora
An incredible three-day
sporting event: hawai-
kinuivaa.pf
Anyone interested in
learning more about the
Tahiti Cultured Pearl can
visit the Robert WAN
Pearl Museum: robert-
wan.com

Polynesia
Continued from D1

POSTMEDIA NEWS

Four Seasons Bora Bora is one of the top
hotels, with views of Mount Otemanu.

The water colour
and views at Le
Taha’a Island
Resort & Spa are
truly unforget-
table. At left, the
Hawaiki Nui Va’a
race is held over
three days and
racers paddle
over 124 kilo-
metres between
the islands.

PHOTOS BY POSTMEDIA NEWS

The dock and entrance to Le Taha’s Resort & Spa showcases the magnificent scenery in Tahiti.
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