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Tucson offers
plenty to do
even with kids

MHAIRRI WOODHALL
FOR POSTMEDIA NEWS

Flexibility is key when
travelling with an infant.
Amusement parks, aquari-
ums, museums and even
z0os are of minimal inter-
est to these tiny humans. I
learned early on carefully
planned travel itineraries
are absolutely worthless.
You are no longer in charge.

With this in mind, I
forged ahead with plan-
ning a weekend getaway
to Tucson. Bursting with
Southwest charm, Tucson
offers a host of cultural, rec-
reational and educational
experiences, and has a fan-
tastic foodie scene.

My feeling was that even
if we only managed to see
one attraction, the city’s
350 days of annual sunshine
would make the trip worth-
while.

We always end up spend-
ing more time than antici-
pated at our hotel. Even the
simple task of getting out
the door for breakfast takes
an hour. I start my destina-
tion research by looking
for a full-service hotel with
child-friendly amenities,
recreational activities,
day-spa, rooms with balco-
nies and buffet breakfast,
because kids are even less
patient when hungry.

Staying at a property that
offers these types of ser-
vices allows my husband
and I to take turns reading
on the balcony during nap-
time while the other plays
tennis, has a spa treatment
or relaxes by the pool.

The Westin La Paloma
Resort and Spa fit the bill.
Having undergone an exten-

Desert sunset and cacti from the Arizona Sonora Desert Museum are a must-see.

sive $30-million rejuvena-
tion, La Paloma is the ideal
family retreat in Tucson.

The property has five
pools, one of which has a
huge waterslide, 10 champi-
onship tennis courts, yoga,
Pilates and fitness studio,
Jack Nicklaus Signature
Golf Course and Red Door
Day Spa. While most hotels
limit the children’s pro-
gram to ages two and up, La
Paloma’s Kids Club Discov-
ery Room welcomes babies
from six months of age, so
my husband and I enjoyed a
romantic, albeit early, chef’s
tasting dinner at the resort’s
Azul Restaurant.

Tucson is a recreational
paradise, with activities
ranging from rock climb-
ing to horseback riding
and more. The adventures
I chose for our little family

Natural history at
Desert Museum

The Arizona Sonora Des-
ert Museum is a must. The
rolling hillsides covered in
cacti on the drive from Tuc-
son to the Saguaro National
Park (to which the museum
is adjacent) was some of
the prettiest scenery we en-
countered. Primarily an out-
door attraction, the museum
is a blend of zoo, botanical
garden, natural history mu-
seum and art gallery.

Old Tucson visit a
Western fan’s dream

My husband loves West-
erns, so Old Tucson was on
our itinerary.

Since 1938 more than 300
movies and TV shows have
been filmed in Old Tucson,
including Gunsmoke, Bo-
nanza, Little House on the

Prairie, Three Amigos and
Tombstone. The on-site
Story Museum speaks to
the history of Old Tucson
and displays some of the
original costumes. Kids can
pan for gold, ride a minia-
ture antique car and take a
spin on the carousel.

Check out the
Children’s Museum

There’s something for
everyone at the interac-
tive Children’s Museum
Tucson. Even pre-toddling
kids will enjoy the bright
colours, music and array of
textures, sights and sounds.

Included in the many
exhibits are the Enchanted
Rain Forrest play area (for
children four and under),
and the Music Room where
kids can beat drums and
create their own sound.
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Stunning sunsets, mountain views and lots of activities for all ages make a stay at the Westin La Paloma Resort and Spa in Tucson one families will cherish for a long time.

Family fun blooms in the desert

Tucson is bursting with southwest charm.

Mini Time Machine
makes world small

Although our daughter
was too young to appreci-
ate the Mini Time Machine
Museum of Miniatures,
this attraction is definitely
worth a visit.

There are more than 275
miniature houses, room
boxes and other collect-
ibles showcased in three
main areas. The Enchanted
Realm features magical
snow villages, fairy castles
and woodland creatures;
the History and Antiques
Gallery has historic minia-
ture houses circa 1775; and
the Exploring the World
Gallery displays interna-
tional miniatures from Italy,
France, Japan and beyond.

Kid-friendly dining
you will remember

Ambience and quality are
often compromised when
you have to choose kid-
friendly dining. We found
two great restaurants.

Hub Restaurant and Ice
Creamery in downtown
Tucson serves up a mean
homestyle lunch, but save
room for ice cream as that
is main event. El Charro
Café takes the honour of
being the oldest continu-
ously family-owned Mexi-
can restaurant in the U.S.
The portions are large and
the food is delicious, as are
the margaritas.

Visit arrivalstravel.com
for more destination infor-
mation and resources.
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were slightly tamer,
but we enjoyed our-
selves nonetheless. I
aimed for one activity
per day and a nice res-
taurant for lunch, and
I am happy to report
we survived.

AUSTRALIA ON SALE

CALGARY TO AUCKLAND RETURN CAD1634
VALID FOR DEPARTURE 08 OCT THRU 12 DEC TKT BY 20 OCT

CALGARY TO SYDNEY RETURN CAD1775
VALID FOR DEPARTURE 21 OCT THRU 25 NOV TKT BY 15 OCT

14 DAY SELF DRIVE KIWI ADVENTURE!
INCLUDE RETURN AIRFARE CAD3602 PER PERSON

ADD ON AN ICONIC AUSSIE RAIL JOURNEY

Living

You'll like where we're going!

in the moment
on the Island of O’ahu

7-Night packages
starting from

5979

FROM CAD983 PER PERSON

Downunder(TraveL

(403) 270-4414 Phone
1-866-470-4414 Toll Free

14 DAY FULLY ESCORTED NZ TOUR
INCLUDE RETURN AIRFARE CAD5887 PER PERSON

Airfare includes all taxes
and service fees.
Subject to change
and availability.

Info@downunder-travel.com
Lower Level, 121-14th St. NW Calgary ¢ www.downunder-travel.com

immerse | explore | enjoy
paradiseislands.travel

start now: 1.800.667.1630 ExpseDﬂg}gm

Sunday,

October 20

7:00 pm

Cochrane Ranche
Municipal Complex

101 Ranche House Road,
Cochrane, Alberta

Monday,

October 21

7:00 pm

Red Deer Lodge Hotel
and Conference Centre

4311-49th Avenue
Red Deer, Alberta

Thursday,

October 24

7:00 pm

Lethbridge Lodge Hotel
and Conference Centre

320 Scenic Drive
Lethbridge, Alberta

Dynamic prices include 7-night hotel accommodation, Star w OOd

I ip airf ing fi Igary. Hotels and
plus roundtrip airfare departing from Calgary. Hotels an

$979CDN-PD
$1719s

Honolulu

Sheraton Princess Kaiulani xxxx
SPECIAL City View - EP * Flight on American Airlines
Departing January 8-15, 2014 * Taxes add $218

Honolulu

Sheraton WaiklkT x % %%

4t Night Free & Breakfast Daily for 2

SUN City View - BP ¢ Flight on United Airlines
Departing December 10-17, 2013 * Taxes add $271

Honolulu

Moana Surfrider, A Westin Resort x*x%x+

4 Night Free & Breakfast Daily for 2

SUN Tower Partial Ocean View - BP * Flight on United Airlines
Departing December 10-17, 2013 * Taxes add $303

$1999cons

Searrs travel.ca
In-store | 1.866.359.7327

Dynamic pricing is per person based on double occupancy and is valid for travel Dec.10-17/13-
Sheraton Waikiki & Moana Surfrider, A Westin Resort, and for travel Jan.08-15/14 at Sheraton Princess
Kaiulani. Prices and availability are subject to change without prior notification and are not guaranteed
to be available for any period of time. Prices are valid for new bookings only. Black-out dates,
restrictions and surcharges may apply. Hotel taxes are included in the dynamic pricing. Transfers or
car rentals may be purchased as an option. All descriptions and depictions of hotels and hotel
properties were accurate at the time this communication was disseminated. 4th Night FREE with
Breakfast Daily for 2! promo is valid for stays at Sheraton Waikiki & Moana Surfrider, A Westin Resort
through Dec.24/13. Featured rates already reflect the applicable discounts. For full product
information and terms and conditions, please visit FunSun.ca

Fun Sun Vacations is a wholly-owned division of Thomas Cook Canada Inc. 333 Seymour Street,
Suite 900, Vancouver, B.C. V6B 5A6, BC Registration Number: 3597. Visit www.funsun.ca for full
terms & conditions. ©2013 Thomas Cook Canada Inc. d.b.a. Sears Travel Service. B.C. Reg. No.
3597. Ont. Reg. #50010226. Quebec Permit Holder - OPC #702734. 75 Eglinton Ave. E. Toronto,
ON, M4P 3A4. 120CT13/DC31678




