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LasVegas Air + 3 Nights LasVegas Air + 3 Nights
froml89 from I89
+ taxes & fees $118 + taxes & fees $118
INCLUDES airfare from Vancouver and accom on INCLUDES airfare from Vancouver and accom on
the Strip. UPGRADE to 4-star accom from $7 per night. the Strip. UPGRADE to 4-star accom from $7 per night.

Conditions apply, see main ad for details. Conditions apply, see main ad for details.
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It’s no wonder that this
fairy tale location is popular
among honeymooners
and adventurers alike

G2-G3

The dock and entrance to Le Taha’s Resort & Spa showcases the magnificent scenery in Tahiti.
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Border blues Passing the torch A New York state of mind

Tourism officials on both sides | Former Olympian Emily Brydon works For a day or a weekend sparkling with
of the Canada-U.S. border are closely with hometown ski hill Fernie the season’s spirit, there’s no topping
cheering new measures to Alpine Resort through her own the Big Apple, with a twinkling Norway
make travelling easier, but foundation to expose young people to spruce towering over the ice-skating
warn barriers still exist sport, the arts and education rink at Rockefeller Center

transat S FLIGHTS

Our Comfort Zone ROUND-TRIP | 'Q552s
o aaPEVIESCE STARTING $199

Forget about feeling like you're in the back of the bus. The comfort of our in-flight AT GLASGOW
experience makes you feel like a VIP. Leather seats, ample legroom, hot meals, FRANKFURT

£

£
complimentary wines, entertainment and friendly service. They’re just some of X n v
the many things we take care of, so no matter where you’re going, you don’t have a JAMA'CA, LONDON :

g

5

1, from $149 to $349 for departures on selected

care in the world. +$413, 506 TXS/FEES — APRIL, MAY

mited seats available at the prices indicated. Flights operated by Air Transat

dates in December 2011, January, April or May 2012. Fares may vary according to
d sold by Transat Tours Canada Inc BC reg #2454, *Gatwick airport.

estination and departure dates. Prices are valid on new individual bookings only.

are valid from December 10
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Top reasons why you must visit French Polynesia

BY MHAIRRI WOODHALL

Picture perfect only begins to
describe what awaits you in the French
Polynesian islands of Tahiti, Moorea,
Huahine, Taha'a and Bora Bora.

Rugged volcanic hillsides blanketed
with lush tropical foliage juxtapose
talcum white powder sand fringed by
turquoise crystalline water.

Like a song with perfect pitch,
the landscape in French Polynesia
touches the soul and releases a flurry
of emotion.

Here, there is no shame in spending
hours daydreaming on the veranda of
a thatched-roof hut while gazing in
wonder at nature’s creation.

During our 10 days on these fairy
tale islands, we experienced some
of French Polynesia’s greatest
gifts.

Warm and wonderful Tahitians

Like the sun’s rays, the people of
Tahiti are warm and welcoming.

Smiles here are genuine and locals The Hawaiki Nui Va’a race is held over three days and racers paddle over 124 kilometres between the islands.

seem to go out of their way to offer

directions, recommendations and a French, most Tahitians will happily A prlvate island

helping hand.

After spending time exploring Tahiti
and her islands it’s easy to understand
how sharing kindness and laughter
can become a way of life.

Although the national language is

converse in English and even offer
some simple phrases in the native
Tahitian language.

When a local says farewell by kissing
both cheeks and inviting you back it’s
both sincere and heartwarming.

If you've ever fantasized about hav-
ing your own private island, then
Taha’a might just make your dreams
come true.

Ideal for honeymooners and

travel
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/> Marco Polo Tours 8.c. Reg. 12423
Tel: 604-732-3812 T/F: 1-800-663-2288
www.marcopolotours.com
100% Canadian owned - 27 years in business

13 Days: China Yangtze Spring
Departure: Mar. 7, 2012
Air & Land inclusive - $1,890 pp
Awarded 5-star cruise - Victoria Katarina
5-star & 1st class hotels

Website: China Tours..Yangtze (printable flyer) )

Cruises with Air, Hotel & Transfers
Carnival: (Feb. 5 & 26) - 7 Nights Mexican Riviera $548
Golden Princess: (Feb. 1) - 14 nights Hawaii - $1,198
NCL: (Jan. 25) - 7 nights Bahamas + 3N NYC - $1,098

Website: Cruise & Stay Packages (printable flyers) )

Viva Las Vegas
MANDARIN ORIENTAL
Awarded the esteemed AA Five Diamond Award
rating and the coveted Forbes Five-Star award
(Air & Hotel) package from $398

Website: Las Vegas Specials... (printable flyer) )

PALM DESERT &

LA QUINTA

GOOD AVAILABILITY FOR
DECEMBER, JAN. & FEB.

MENTION PROMO CODE
"ADCAN" FOR 15% DISCOUNT!

FAIRWAY
4 VACATION
RENTALS

1-800-869-1130

WWW.FAIRWAYVACATIONRENTALS.COM
20 YEARS IN BUSINESS

CHINA STAR HOLIDAY

* FULLY ESCORTED * GUARANTEED DEPARTURES * SENIOR DISLJUNT $50*
¥rYrYryryr 5-8TAR HOTELS & 5-STAR YANGTZE CRUISE +

Indochina - Cambodia & Vietham
5 Star 17-Day (15 night) Tour

$4,290pp (Early bird discount $200pp)
Guaranteed Depart. 15 February, 2012

Two for One Special!

ChinaYangtze 15 Day 5 Star Tour
(Early Bird Discount $100)
Shanghai, Suzhou, Zhujiajiao,
Wuhan, Yichang, Yangtze Cruise,
Chongquing, Xian, Bejing
Fr. $4,490 for Two

Guaranteed Depart on: March 14, 25,
Apr. 3, May 8, June 5, Aug. 28

Sept. 4, 11, 18, 25, Oct. 2, 9, 16, 23, 30. Nov. 6
BC REG. NO: 25483

Book through your travel agent or call

www.chinastarholiday.com

Tel: 604-821-1688  Toll Free: 1-866-388-1188 [ Tel: 604-821-1688  Toll Free: 1-866-388-1188

Vancouver Diamond Lions Club

Shanghai, Yangtze Cruise (5 Star),

Guangzhou 10 Days Deluxe Tour
Dept.: MAR. 15, 2012

1,990

$200 Discount For Lions Member
Donate Computer Set to Qingyuan School
*Tour Host By VDLC President Tommy Sung*

CHINA STAR HOLIDAY

BC REG. NO: 25483 Book through yeur travel agent or call

www.chinastarholiday.com

To advertise in the directory please contact
Tracy @ 604-605-2489
tcatterall@sunprovince.com
OR
Jenny @ 604-605-2662
linfanti@sunprovince.com
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| SUN PEAKS

RESORT

Stay & ST
X unda.y to Thursday $89/pp
Friday & Saturday $99/pp*

*min 3 night stay, dbl occ, per day plus taxes. Some restrictions apply. |
Must be booked 21 days prior to arrival.

Call now for DETAILS

866-429-2207

cahiltylodge.com

Naney Mrsne’s
CAHILTY-LODGE

SUN PEAKS RESORT
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Toll Free 1-877-827-3529
www.classicdesert.com

Pender Medi Spa

& Skin care centre

YOU DESERVE IT

The “2nd. look Indulgence” Package
¢ BOTOX®(35 units for upper face)
¢ LATISSE®

¢ Mini Lip
¢ Facial

ment

N

lovebirds looking for an intimate
and exclusive vacation, this some-
what undiscovered haven features
a Coral Garden for fabulous snor-
kelling, luscious vegetation with
beautiful tropical flora, an emerald
coloured lagoon and the exceptional
Relais & Chateux Le Taha'a Island
Resort and Spa.

Voted by Conde Nast Traveller as
one of The World’s Best Places to
Stay, Le Taha'a offers 57 private over-
water bungalows and beachfront vil-
las inspired by traditional Polynesian
architecture, a treetop restaurant and
tranquil spa amid an exotic garden.

Romance abounds

It is difficult to imagine a setting
more romantic than French Polynesia,
and it's no surprise that this is the top
honeymoon destination in the world.
If the idyllic scenery isn’t enough to
spark flames of passion, the selection
of activities for two offered through-
out Tahiti’s islands will have your
heart melting.

Start your morning with a gour-
met breakfast of tropical fruit, freshly
squeezed juice, French pastries, arti-
san cheeses and quiche delivered by
Polynesian Canoe to your private
over-water bungalow.

Dine waterfront with a Polynesian
picnic for two in the warm shallow
waters of a secluded Motu (island), or
on a private sunset dinner cruise.

Or, simply pamper each other with
a couple’s spa service inspired by the
rituals and natural ingredients of the
South Pacific.

Hawaiki Nui Va’a

Va'a (canoe racing) is one of the tra-
ditional sports of Tahiti. It is said that
a Tahitian’s umbilical cord is cut with
a rock and a canoe paddle, which is
apparent in their dedication to, and
appreciation of the sport.

Every year upwards of 7,000 spec-
tators and fans take to the waters in a
myriad of small and large craft boats
to support their favourite team in a
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An idyllic spot to lounge.

three-day, 124.5-kilometre paddling
race between the islands of Huahine,
Raiatea, Taha'a and Bora Bora.

Each day, in the blistering hot sun,
we were in the heart of the action
as our fishing boat navigated rough
waters and large swells to cheer on the
rapidly paddling teams.

The favourite to win, Shell Va’a, did
not disappoint with a record-breaking
3 hour 11 minute time in the first leg,
and first place finishes in the second
and third legs. The finish line, at Mat-
ira Point in Bora Bora was a spectacle
in itself.

The waist deep, bathwater-warm
turquoise water became the world’s
largest pool-party as fans and athletes
celebrated together.

Music blared, champagne and beer
flowed and exhausted athletes and
elated fans danced aboard boats and
in the calm shallow water.

Sharks, stingrays
and coral reefs

One of the most popular excursions
in French Polynesia is the Shark &
Stingray tour.

Depending on the outfit you book
with, an outrigger canoe or power-
boat will take you to the beautiful
outer reef.

From there your experienced guide
will feed the Black-tip Reef Sharks
while you snorkel or watch from the
safety of the boat.

On our excursion in Bora Bora, more
than 20 sharks ranging from one to
two metres in length surrounded us,
which caused my heart rate to soar
and had me back in the boat within a
few minutes.

After our great shark encounter we
went to the shallow blue lagoon to
swim with stingrays.

If you choose to book this excursion
from Bora Bora or Taha’a you'll likely
also have the opportunity to visit the
Coral Garden, an amazing natural
underwater park teeming with colour-
ful tropical fish.

CONTINUED ON FACING PAGE

WHAT PACKAGE CAN’'T BE OPENED,
BUT CHERISHED FOREVER?

If you want to add something extra special to your holidays, spend part of
them at the Wickaninnish Inn with exquisite packages for Christmas and
New Year’s Eve. Gift certificates are also available

if you feel like spoiling someone else. For more
information or to reserve yours, call 1.800.333.4604.

www.wickinn.com

-%e
WICKANINNISH INN

Tofirw, Canada
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The water colour and views at Le Taha’a Island Resort & Spa are truly unforgettable.

Four Seasons Bora Bora is one of the top hotels, with views of Mount Otemanu.

Pretty pearls

The warm lagoon waters that sur-
round French Polynesia’s island and
atolls are the perfect setting to cre-
ate the Tahitian Cultured Pearl. Often
referred to as Black Pearls, these fine
gems range widely in size, shape and
colour. Dark black and grey with a
shimmering palette of tints and hues
which range from green, blue, bronze,
aubergine and even pink. Pearl oys-
ters are nurtured and carefully mon-
itored from birth through their pearl
harvest five years later. Better condi-
tions and care produce higher qual-
ity pearls with brilliant lustre. Shop-
ping for pearls can be done at galleries
or hotels on Tahiti, Bora Bora and
Moorea, or at family pearl farms on
Taha’a and Huahine. To learn more
about the history and legend of the
Tahitian Pearl visit the Robert WAN
Pearl Museum in Papeete.

Unparalleled accommodations

We experienced some of the most
unique and spectacular properties
in French Polynesia, and given the
amount of time you’ll spend at your
hotel selecting the right accommoda-
tion is critical. Of course the ultimate
in luxury, service and ambience is
found at the Four Seasons Bora Bora.
Our traditional thatched roof over-
water bungalow with hardwood floors
and panoramic views of the lagoon
and towering Mount Otemanu was
one of the trip highlights. The sprawl-
ing, yet intimate property includes
four restaurants, a full-service spa
with open-air treatment decks over-
looking a private lagoon, beachfront
pool with cabanas and an abundance
of smiling and accommodating staff.
With unwavering perfection in every
last detail this true tropical paradise
is what dreams are made of.

When it was time to say goodbye, the
lifetime memory of pool-warm azure
lagoons, gently swaying palms and
bright-breasted birds chirping in the
breeze remained as French Polyne-
sia’s parting gift to us.

Special to The Vancouver Sun

If you go:
The Tahiti Tourism website is a fabulous

resource for planning a trip to French
Polynesia: tahiti-tourisme.com

If you overnight in Papeete before or
after travelling to the outer islands, the
Manava Suite Resort or Intercontinental
Tahiti Resort are great options and only
minutes from the airport: spmhotels.
com / tahiti.interconti.com

On Moorea we loved our garden bun-
galow with private plunge pool at the
boutique Moorea Pearl Resort and Spa:
spmhotels.com

SUBSCRIBER o
For a secluded island hideaway nothing AT
compares to Le Taha'a Island Resort and
Spa: letahaa.com We share
. . . our goodies
The ultimate in luxury and service with our
awaits you at the Four Seasons Bora subsecribers.

Bora: fourseasons.com/borabora

An incredible three-day sporting event:
hawaikinuivaa.pf

Anyone interested in learning more
about the Tahiti Cultured Pearl can visit
the Robert WAN Pearl Museum: robert-

wan.com

Stay in touch

for invitations to
exclusive contests,
advance ticket
offers, discounts,
and subscriber-
only events.

Follow us on FB >

facebook.com/
vancouversunrewards

London

399

+ taxes & fees $511

\

Toronto one-way from s165
+ taxes & fees $81

Jamaica from 2199
+ taxes & fees $347

Los Cabos from 199
+ taxes & fees $331

Puerto Vallarta from S219
+ taxes & fees $331

San DiegO from 3299
+ taxes & fees $123

Hong Kong from*309
+ taxes & fees $728

Frankfurt from 349
+ taxes & fees $505

Costa Rica from *380
+ taxes & fees $400

Miami from *399
+ taxes & fees $127

Honolulu from 429
+ taxes & fees $123

Orlando from 455
+ taxes & fees $130

Bangkok from *6 99
+ taxes & fees $468

Barcelona from 799

+ taxes & fees $456

1 866 967 5364

IMITED
SPACE!

Motor Coach From Vancouver & Fraser Valley

ARZONA AL

SNO

COACH
FEB 16

3375

26 Days

All luxury coach transportation, admissions to local events and all
ESCORTED sightseeing as per itinerary with FULL SERVICE are included
in one low price. All per person pricing based on double occupancy.

e www.PacificGoldTours.con gy :
(604) 943-3200 or 1-800-667-8122

Il

LIDAY

FLY/COACH
FEB 20

19 Days - Land Cost

LasVegas
Air + 3 Nights

3189

+ taxes & fees $118
INCLUDES airfare from Vancouver and accom on the Strip.
UPGRADE to 4-star accom from $7 per night.

Las Vegas

Air + 2 Nights + 4-Night Cruise from 598
+ taxes & fees $179
INCLUDES all airfare, 2 nights Las Vegas accom on

the Strip and 4-night cruise sailing from Los Angeles to
Vancouver visiting Victoria. UPGRADE to oceanview

stateroom and 4-star accom from $33 per night.

Anaheim Air + 4 Nights

3299

+ taxes & fees $122
INCLUDES accom near theme parks. ADD 3-day Disneyland
Resort Park Hopper Bonus Ticket from $197/adult,
$175/child (ages 3-9).

from 5369

+ taxes & fees $131
INCLUDES downtown accom near Palm Canyon Drive and
championship golf course. ADD car rental from $22 per day.

from 5759
+ taxes & fees $151
INCLUDES central accom near Waikiki Beach.
ADD Grand Circle Island tour from $90.

Palm Springs Air + 4 Nights 4-Star

Honolulu Air + 7 Nights

Join our Insider Club for
hot deals. Text YVR to

131 600

Redefine your

white
Christmas

As low as

*499

_ e our gift getaway idea

Puerto Plata

Los Cabos

your
vacatjon
people

transat

Holidays

Varadero

Be Live Hola Grand Faro Luxury Barceld Marina Palace

Grand Marien Resort Los Cabos Prestige Class

*hkxk'/> *Hhkk'/> *okkxk'/2

Fri, Jan 13, 20 Mon, Jan 16, 23 Sat, Jan 14, 21, 28 transat ¢
+$376 txs/fees +$331 txs/fees +$265 txs/fees DISTINCTION

Panama Cancun
Sheraton Bijao Villa Del
Beach Resort Palmar
2.0.0.9. ek k

31049

Tue, Jan 24, 31
+$300 txs/fees

Sun, Jan 8, 22
+$331 txs/fees

31079

Punta Cana

Sirenis Tropical Suites Casino
& Spa Le Mirage

* kK Kk'/>

31099

Fri, Jan 20, 27
+$376 txs/fees

transat ¢
DISTINCTION

Vancouver Departures. Prices are per person, based on double in lead room category and are subject to change; taxes/fees are extra. For details/terms and conditions on all offers refer to our current Sun 2011-
2012 brochures or visit www.transatholidays.com. Transat Holidays is a division of Transat Tours Canada Inc., Transat Tours Canada Inc. is a registered travel wholesaler in British Columbia (Reg #2454-4) with office

at the 555 West Hastings Street, Suite 950, Vancouver, BC V6B 4N5.

marlilﬁ/ travel

1-877-622-8014

www.marlintravel.ca

®™Trademarks of AIR MILES International Trading B.V. Used under license by LoyaltyOne, Inc, and Transat Distribution Canada Inc. Marlin Travel is a division of
Transat Distribution Canada Inc. Head Office: 191 The West Mall, Suite 700, Etobicoke ON M9C 5K8. BC Reg. #23567.
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BC Ski Vacations

SKI

FREE

BOOK your 2011/2012 BC ski and snowboard
vacation before December 31, 2011 and receive a
I-day lift ticket FREE®.

Panorama
3 Nights + 2-Day Lift Pass from 269

taxes & fees included

BONUS Free |-day lift ticket included.

Sun Peaks
3 Nights + 2-Day Lift Pass from 349
taxes & fees included

BONUS Free |-day lift ticket included.

Whistler
3 Nights + 2-Day Lift Pass

from $4'4-9

taxes & fees included
BONUS Free |-day lift ticket included.

Call for more BC Ski Vacations.

SUPER, NATURAL"

BRITISH COLUMBIA

CANADA

Cruise & Stay

Hawai‘i
Air + 2 Nights + |1-Night Cruise

from $ I 459
+ taxes & fees $101
INCLUDES |I-night cruise sailing from Vancouver to
Honolulu visiting Hilo, Mount Kilauea evening sail, Kailua
Kona, Lahaina, Nawiliwili and Honolulu, 2 nights Waikiki
accom and airfare to Vancouver.

Seasonal Vacations

Victoria
New Year’s Eve, 2 Nights 4-Star

3144

taxes & fees included
INCLUDES Inner Harbour Fairmont accom.

Harrison Hot Springs

Christmas, 2 Nights from 144

taxes & fees included
INCLUDES central accom on Harrison Lake over
Christmas. ADD 2-day car rental from Vancouver with
unlimited mileage from $40 per day.

from 997

+ taxes & fees $347

Jamaica Christmas, Air + 7 Nights

INCLUDES all-inclusive accom.

Vacations

from *639
+ taxes & fees $695
INCLUDES central accom in Kowloon East overlooking the
Victoria Harbour. BONUS deluxe room upgrade included.
ADD tour of Kowloon markets from $49.

Hong Kong Air + 7 Nights 4-Star

from $ I 499

+ taxes & fees $389
INCLUDES beachfront accom close to the main city shops,
restaurants and entertainment. UPGRADE to 4-star spa
accom from $28 per night.

Cook Islands Air + I3 Nights

@ flightcentre.ca @ Visit us in store.

G3

Conditions apply. Ex: Vancouver. Air only prices are per person for return travel unless otherwise stated. Package, cruise, tour, rail & hotel prices are per person, based on double occupancy for total length of stay unless otherwise stated. All-inclusive packages include air. Prices are for select departure dates and are accurate and subject to availability at advertising deadline, errors and omissions excepted, and subject to change. Taxes
& fees include transportation related fees, GST/HST and fuel supplements and are approximate and subject to change. OPrice is per person for quad occupancy (2 adults, 2 children age 2-17). AValid on new bookings made before December 31, 2011 with Flight Centre. Must book minimum 3 nights accommodation in conjunction with a minimum 2-day lift ticket with GOGO Vacations to qualify for I-day free lift ticket offer. Cannot be
redeemed for cash. Not valid in conjunction with any other offer. Offer only available to bookings made in-store, not online. Free lift ticket is per person with a maximum of 2 free lift tickets per booking.  We will beat any written quoted airfare by $1 and give you a $20 voucher for future travel. “Fly Free” offer applies only where all “Lowest Airfare Guarantee” criteria are met but Flight Centre does not beat quoted price. Additional
important conditions apply. For full terms and conditions visit www.flightcentre.callowestairfareguarantee-flyfree. BC REG: #H02790
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