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The hotel room balcony at The Inn at Laguna Beach features a spectacular view of the beach and the Pacific. The inn offers free beach chairs, towels and umbrellas. pHOTOS: CURT WOODHALL

Fun beyond Disney in Anaheim and Laguna Beach

Go to California for the theme park,
but make the most of Orange County too

MHAIRRI WOODHALL

From the comfort of my chaise, I
watch my feisty five-year old sprint
back and forth across the water-
park. After three days of hoofing it
around Disneyland and California
Adventure Park, it seems impos-
sible that she could have any en-
ergy left.

My husband’s snoring in the late
afternoon sun. I can barely move.
Yet somehow our daughteris com-
pletely unfazed by the 12,000-plus
steps we clocked earlier today. Per-
haps it was the ginormous, sugar-
dusted churro she gobbled down
in Critter County. Or maybe it’s
justbecause she’s five. Either way,
the sprays and waterslides at the
Courtyard Anaheim are helping
exhaust her excess energy.

Like most families with young
children, we came to Anaheim for
Mickey Mouse. However, after
a week in Orange County we’ve
found a ton of family-friendly fun
outside the parks as well.

Our trip began in laid-back La-
guna Beach, where we combed the
shoreline daily in search of what
my daughter refers to as treasure
— think broken seashells and ran-
dom objects that beachgoers lose
or leave behind.

The Inn at Laguna Beach, where
we stayed, allowed us to maximize
the sand and surf by providing

complimentarybeach chairs, tow-
elsand umbrellas. Other free perks
we liked (all right, loved) were the
hotel’s morning Starbucks coffee
station; the daily oceanview wine-
tasting, and the nightly milk and
cookies served in the lobby.

Our two favourite eateries were
practically attached to the hotel.
The first, Las Brisas, is arguably La-
guna’s most famous brunch locale.
Thefood and service are excellent,
and the ocean views unmatched.
We devoured the restaurant’s sig-
nature seafood tower, piled high
with oysters, lobster, king crab and
shrimp and then polished off an
over-the-top dessert platter.

The other gem we stumbled
upon was the tiki-chic Royal Ha-
waiian. With its lush Polynesian
decor, live music and extensive
keiki (kids) menu, this place is a
total win with families. Head there
for the daily Happy Hour to save on
tropical drinks and snacks.

If you're in Laguna on the third
Sunday of the month, pre-register
for the Family Art Studio hosted by
the Laguna Art Museum. The free
program, which is hugely popular
with local families, begins with a
parent-led exercise to analyze one
of the museum’s exhibits. In addi-
tion to learning about the artist’s
style and methodology, children
are encouraged to think about
how the art makes them feel. Af-

If you have any energy Ieft after V|5|t|ng Disneyland, head to
the splash park at the Courtyard Anaheim Theme Park entrance.

terwards, you’ll create your own
interpretation of the masterpiece
to take home. It’s a fantastic expe-
rience that our daughterloved, and
Irecommend for anyone with kids
ages three and up.

We also explored downtown
Anaheim’s arts and culture offer-
ings at the Muzeo Museum and
Cultural Centre. The main gallery
welcomes unique exhibitions from
around the world.

Visitin December through early
January for the annual Christmas
display, Muzeo Express: Holi-
day Model Trains. In addition to
showcasing trains and miniature
scenes, the museum puts on two
Polar Express Pajama Parties. At
Muzeo’s permanent exhibit, the
History of Anaheim housed in the
historical Carnegie Library, you’ll
find everything from fossils and
19th-century farming artifacts, to
cool Disney memorabilia.

After immersing ourselves in
local history we wandered over to
the Anaheim Packing District for
lunch. This foodie wonderland, lo-
cated in a beautifully restored cit-
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rus packing house, features more
than 20 grab-and-go style eateries.
Downtown Anaheim is also a
hotspotfor craft breweries, which
we found to be surprisingly fam-
ily friendly. Top picks for kids in-
clude the patio at Anaheim Brew-
ery, where they can play around
in Farmer’s Park, and the comic
inspired Unsung Brewing Co., for
its superhero murals, action figu-
rines, comics and board games.
Another hit is Dave and Busters
at the Outlets at Orange. Our plan
was for my husband and kiddo
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to let loose in the arcade while I
racked up our duty free allotment
at the outdoor mall’s 120-plus
shops. That didn’t happen. I hit
the token jackpot on my first game
and got the itch. Two hours later
I’d won a stuffed monkey, two-way
radio setand Minions headphones.
My high continued as I power
shopped the outlets. It turned out
to be my happiest place on earth.
The writer was a guest of Tourism
Anaheim. No one from Tourism
Anaheim read or approved
of this article before publication.
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$600 Flight Credit on 3&
Select 2017 Trips! I

For a free Adventure
Guide & more info call:

1.800.667.1630 |slandexped|t|ons com/vs
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Visit CruisePlus.ca/Top20 for all of this week's offers!

15 DAY BEST OF
EASTERN EUROPE

Berlin to Budapest
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Amsterdam to Budapest
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15 NIGHT GRAND
EUROPEAN TOUR

Oct 6,2018 ® Onboard Viking Longship Brégi

$ 9, 04 9 CAD, pp including taxes!

PACKAGE INCLUDES: Roundtrip Vancouver air,

Feb 18,2018 (other dates available!)

$ 2, 2 94 CAD, pp including taxes!

PACKAGE INCLUDES: 15 day guided tour,13

S & MAF

RAJA’S

G Adventures

breakfasts and 1 lunch, intertour transportation,

superior accomodations, small group size and
suitable for any fitness level, taxes and much

15 night river cruise in a riverview stateroom,
airport transfers, 12 guided tours including 9
UNESCO World Heritage sites, wine and beer

Viking River Cruises

AN EXOTIC LAND OF HISTORY, CULTURE & COLOR
13 DAYS - SMALL GROUP TOUR, MULTIPLE DEPARTURES

Visiting - Delhi - Agra - Ranthambore National Park - Jaipur & Varanasi

@ INCLUDES

* Roundtrip International airfare*

« 5 Star hotels & resorts stay in Ranthambore Park

« Enjoy authentic cultural experiences of India throughout the tour
* Extensive sightseeing tours by air conditioned coach

with lunch and dinner, $1000 travel credit per
stateroom, WiFi, taxes and more!

much more!!

10 DAY SEASIDE & CITYSCAPES
(CANADA/NEW ENGLAND & BERMUDA)
Roundtrip New York -

21 NIGHT CARIBBEAN EXPLORER

Roundtrip Fort Lauderdale

SMALL GROUP DEPARTURE
ESCORTED 13-DAY TOUR
FROM

$2,899CAD

wiTH RouNDTRIP AIR?,
HOTELS, TRANSFERS,
MEALS & TOURS

pLUs Travel Insurance®

(Trip Cancellation & Trip Interruption)
v/ No Age Restriction
v/ Pre-Existing Condition Waived
v No Medical Questionnaire

* Escorted airport transfers
¢ Entrance fees to all the monuments

Aug 24,2018  Onboard Insignia

$4, 7 0 9 CAD, pp including taxes!

PACKAGE INCLUDES: Roundtrip Vancouver air,
10 day cruise in a veranda stateroom, shore event
in Halifax, cocktail party, cruise host, $200 onboard
credit per stateroom, free internet & taxes. PLUS
your choice per stateroom of: $600 onboard credit,
6 shore excursions, or house beverage package.

BIGAGENCY DEALS... SMALLAGENCY FEEL!

TOURS | ALL-INCLUSIVES | CRUISES
CruisoPioe ca EXOTIC HOLIDAYS

*New bookings only. Fares are per person in the currency noted, based on double occupancy, are capacity controlled, subject to
availability at the time of booking and may be withdrawn without notice. Optional & locally payable supplier charges may apply
and are not included. Amenities, if offered, are available for the first two in a stateroom or hotel room only & based on double
occupancy unless specifically stated otherwise. CruisePlus reserves the right to correct any human or electronic errors in the offers
above. CruisePlus Management Ltd. Consumer Protection BC License #: 3325-0.

Feb 7,2018 ¢ Onboard Royal Princess

$5, 249 CAD, pp including taxes!

PACKAGE INCLUDES: Roundtrip Vancouver
air, 1 night hotel in Fort Lauderdale, 20 night
cruise in a balcony stateroom, $50pp onboard
credit & taxes.

* 20 Meals consisting of breakfast, lunch & dinner

* River boat rides at the Holy Ganges in Varanasi

» Two wildlife safaris at Ranthambore National Park
» Knowledgeable & fully licensed English speaking tour guide ' SAVE UP TO $1 ,300

GUARANTEE BEST PRICE! BOOK NOW!

explor(al ﬂd LIMITED INVENTORY! CALL US TODAY
% 1-877'900'2797www.exploreindia.ca

*Includes Air from Vancouver or Toranto. Fares in CAD, per person, based on double occupancy in a hotel room. **Savings are per couple and includec in advertised price. Government taxes,
fees and gratuities are extra. Additional fees apply to Single supplement. Advertised price from $2.899 applies to Apr 26 & May 10, 2018 only. All tours are subject to availability. Al rates are
subject to change & availability at time of booking. 1 Travel Insurance (Trip Cancellation & Trip Interruption) is group insurance arranged by Explore India & Cruise Connections and provided
by Travel Guard (AIG). The cost of the insurance is included in the price of the cruise, and the price cannot be reduced for those who do not qualify. Travel Insurance included is not available
to residents of Quebec, Washington State and New York State, USA. Medical Coverage is available at additional cost. Cruise line reserves the right to charge a fuel supplement without prior
notice, including on fully paid bookings. Explore India and Cruise Connections reserve the right to correct errors and omissions. BPCPA #28364

Princess Cruises
Oceania Cruises






